The Isle aux Morts Theatre Festival (formerly the Granite Coast Theatre Festival) is proud to
announce its Summer 2017 season. The festival opens on June 28 and closes on July 30 with
local comedy troupe Da Koodens. Guaranteed to make you grin, Da Koodens’ shows always
include a delicious traditional meal. Da Koodens will present a third show on July 12.
A first in outport Newfoundland is A Fish Tale: A Puppet Lantern Play. Told through the use of
large glowing puppets, live action, dance, an original soundtrack and soundscape, and featuring
the voices of CODCO alumni Greg Malone as the Computer, and Great Big Sea Alumni Darryl
Power as Joey Smallwood and John Crosbie. A Fish Tale tells the story of Ann, a young woman
searching through time for her lost father, a marine biologist. Along the way, she meets and falls
in love with a young Mi’kmaq man, who helps her on her quest. This story is part of the 150th
Anniversary of Canada and tells the story of our fishery from the origins of our island and into
the future. A Fish Tale is a co-production between Qalipu First Nation and the Isle aux Morts
Theatre Festival. This initiative is made possible by the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th, a
collaboration between the Community Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador, the
Government of Canada, and extraordinary leaders from coast to coast to coast. As well as
support from The Office of Public Engagement at Memorial University of Newfoundland through
its Public Engagement Accelerator Fund
The Song of the Mermaid, by playwright Jamie Skidmore, returns to the festival after a 3-year
hiatus. Directed by Kevin Woolridge, Song of the Mermaid is a re-telling of the famous
Newfoundland story of 17-year-old Ann Harvey of Isle aux Morts, and her rescue of 163
survivors from the shipwreck Despatch in 1828. Told from the perspective of the ship’s First
Mate, the play revolves around a love triangle that threatens to rip the vessel apart before it
reaches the shores of Newfoundland. Will Ann rescue the lovers in time, or will they go down
with the ship? With a brand new ending for 2017.
Cod Love, written and directed by Jamie Skidmore, is an hilarious comedy about a girl who falls
in love with a cod. Kids will love this story based on old folktales of the sea. Fun for the whole
family.
All the Birds in their Bird Houses, directed by Berni Stapleton, and written and performed by
Kevin Woolridge will visit the festival for one night only on July 8. Fresh from productions in
Toronto and St. John's, ALL THE BIRDS IN THEIR BIRD HOUSES tells the heartbreaking and
uplifting stories of three people trying to both define and find their way home. One life reliving
the past, one life stuck in the present, and one life looking for a future. Trevor wants freedom
and a motorcycle to take him away from himself. John wants to forget the past and move on.
Catherine is lost in memory looking for a place to rest. Actor and writer Kevin Woolridge shares

their stories-full of loss, love, and redemption-and asks you to consider "What's holding you
back from finding your home?"
* Some adult language
We would like to acknowledge ArtsNL as a supporter of our festival through their Community
Arts Program Grant.
The Town of Isle aux Morts will be presenting a concert by Newfoundland band Shanneyganock
on July 1st at the Festival Grounds.
Ann Harvey Days will be taking place in Isle aux Morts between July 28 and 30.
For more information, and to purchase tickets, visit our website:
http://skidmore2.wixsite.com/isleauxmortstheatre
Contact: Jamie Skidmore skidmore@mun.ca 709-687-7876
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